Primitive Reflex

Primitive

Reflex Maneuver Ages

Palmar Place your fingers Birth to 3-4
Grasp into the baby’s months
Reflex hands and press

against the pal-
mar surfaces.
The baby will flex all
fingers to grasp
your fingers.

Plantar Touch the sole at Birth to 6-8
Grasp the base of the months
Reflex toes.

The toes curl.

Rooting . Stroke the perioral  Birth to 3-4

Reflex skin at the cor- months
ners of the
mouth.

The mouth will open
and baby will turn
the head toward
the stimulated
side and suck.

Moro Reflex f Hold the baby Birth to 4
(Startle supine, support- months
Reflex) ing the head,

back, and legs.
Abruptly lower
the entire body
about 2 feet.

The arms abduct and
extend, hands
open, and legs
flex. Baby may cry.

Asymmetric ~ With baby supine, Birth to 2
Tonic turn head to one months
Neck side, holding jaw
Reflex over shoulder.

The arms/legs on
side to which
head is turned
extend while the
opposite arm/leg
flex. Repeat on
other side.

Source : Bates' Guide to Physical Examination and History Taking, 11E 2012

Primitive Rellexes

Primitive Reflex (continued)

Primitive

Reflex Maneuver Ages

Trunk Incur- Support the baby Birth to 2
vation prone with one months
(Galant’s) hand, and stroke
Reflex one side of the

back 1cm from
midline, from
shoulder to but-
tocks.

The spine will curve
toward the stim-
ulated side.

Landau Suspend the baby Birth to 6
Reflex prone with one months

hand.

The head will lift up,
and the spine will
straighten.

Parachute Suspend the baby 8 months
Reflex prone and slowly and does

lower the head not dis-

toward a surface. appear
& The arms and legs

will extend in a

protective fash-

ion.

Positive Hold the baby Birth or 2
Support around the trunk months
Reflex and lower until until 6

the feet touch a months
flat surface.
The hips, knees, and
ankles extend,
the baby stands
up, partially bear-
ing weight, sags
after20-30
seconds.

Placing and Hold baby upright Birth (best
Stepping as in positive after 4
Reflexes support reflex. days).

Have one sole Variable
touch the table- age to dis-
top. appear

The hip and knee of
that foot will flex
and the other
foot will step
forward.

Alternate stepping
will occur.




