Antibiotic Memory Tricks

Antibiotic Classes &

Drug Names

Antibiotic Class

Example Medications

Memory Trick

Aminoglycosides

Gentamicin, Tobramycin,
Neomycin, Streptomycin

End in "mycin/micin”

Cephalosporins

Ceftriaxone, Cefepime,
Cefazolin, Cephalexin, Cefdinir

Begin with "Cef/Ceph"

Tetracyclines

Doxycycline, Minocycline,
Demeclocycline, Tetracycline

End in “cycline”

Penicillins

Amoxicillin, Ampicillin, Nafcillin,
Dicloxacillin, Oxacillin

End in "cillin"

Sulfonamides

Sulfadiazine, Sulfamethizole,
Sulfamethoxazole

Begin with "Sulfa"

Fluoroquinolones

Ciprofloxacin, Levofloxacin,
Moxifloxacin, Ofloxacin

End in "floxacin"

Macrolides

Azithromycin, Erythromycin,
Clarithromycin

End in "thromycin”

Carbapenems

Meropenem, Ertapenem

Endin "penem”

Lincosamides

Clindamycin, Lincomycin,
Pirlimycin

End in "mycin/in"

Glycopeptides

Vancomycin, Teicoplanin

End in "in/mycin”
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